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Some questions

 What have been some of the contributions of
women and feminists to anthropology in
Chiapas and Central America in the 20th and
21st centuries?

« How has the way of doing anthropology been
transformed from the incursions of women?

« What are the points of enunciation of
Chiapas and Central American feminist
anthropology?




Methods to trace and
recover the past

+ Feminist ethnography: observe, record, participate, interview, select, analyze the
thinking practices of researchers and creators.

« From 2016 to 2019

» Fieldwork stays in Guatemala, New York and San Cristébal de las Casas, Chiapas
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* File searches

* General Archive of Central America

« Bobst Library NYU

* Na-Bolom Library Archive

+ Interviews with more than 20 feminist researchers, several of them anthropologists:

June Nash, Jane Collier, Mercedes Olivera, Diana Lopez Sotomayor, Maria Eugenia
Bozzoli, among others.



http://www.ochobitshacenunbyte.com/2015/09/14/renombrar-multiples-nombres-ficheros-linux/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

Pioneers in anthropology in the golden age (1940-1959)

- They were the pioneers to actively
participate in scientific fields

- They opened the door to the next
generations of women in the region

* Women went from being "objects of scientific
knowledge" to being "research subjects”




Pioneers in anthropology in the
golden age (1940-1959)

Their lives and work were marked by their social and
political identities

They lived through obstacles and barriers

Some research also reproduced certain ethnocentric forms,
influenced by the trends of British and North American

Eultural anthropology and by the indigenous policies of the
ime.
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Marxist and Gramscian
thinkers (1960-1989)

* Context of violence but also
resistance

« Some were imprisoned,
threatened, disappeared,
murdered

* They denounced the massacres
and supported survivors of sexual
violence

* They were interested in the
problems of Ladino Indigenous,
peasant and mestizo women



« They were revolutionary militants in
Marxist and liberation movements in Central America

Gramscian They were formed at the ENAH while

thinkers exiled in Mexico

« They published texts with their real
(1960'1989) names on critical thinking of social

classes in Central America

* Worker-peasant alliances

« Ladino-indigenous movements /
Autobiographical accounts




Marxist and Gramscian thinkers
(1960-1989)

* Anthropology in Chiapas and Central America has also

faced the long process of "peace accords" and "post-
conflict” periods

| work on the processes of memory, justice and truth.

» Understanding not only from the revolutionary left, but
from "being women", the body, sexuality.




Generations of diverse indigenous
and feminist thinkers (1990-2019)

* Universities but also creative tools.
« Temporal space and body-territories.

» Revolutionary Law for women in
Chiapas

« Zapatista uprising in 1994
« Decolonizing and anti-racist turn

 Criticism of the legacies of the
colonial past
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Generations of diverse
indigenous and feminist
thinkers (1990-2019)

 Critical metaphors of the world,
coupled with non-human entities such
as territories, rivers, water,
mountains, trees, fire, earth, etc.

» Redefining geographies, places of
memory and spatio-temporal notions



Generations
of diverse
indigenous
and feminist
thinkers
(1990-2019)

» Lesbian, queer/cuir, indigenous,
afrodiasporic feminist movements.

e Criticism of racist and
heteronormative historical
narratives

* Productions largely based on the
experiences of political
organizations, collective struggles,
stories, novels, poems,
performances, and healing rituals.




Final
Thoughts

» Feminist anthropologies in Chiapas
and Central America have cultivated
the capacity to respond in the present
and so that acts of racist, genocidal
and violence against women are not
repeated.

Juicio por genocidio contra Efrain Rios Montt
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